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order that may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large 
proportion early cases will come voluntarily for examination. there must change the attitude 
the public toward the disease Any scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success 


educated opinion.’ 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 1938. 
FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT DISEASE 


The medical world disease 
the United States, en- 
demic are foci Louisiana, 
Florida. Outside. these states, Hansen’s 
rarely communicated contacts that from 
the public health standpoint might consider- 
Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty-two years 
ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 

Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, 
not comparable with, those they would take 
dealing with diphtheria, typhoid and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they requi- 
red take any precautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their homes semi- 
annually for short periods. 


FACTS, based actual experience 


years (the most valid scientific 
indubitable proof the remoteness the 
communicability Hansen’s disease. 

Since Hansen's isolation the bacillus, 
dreds attempts have been made grow ar- 
tificial media but date none these have success- 
fully met the requirements for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals have been un- 
successful the same extent. scientist more 
than recorded been, able infect 
himself other human volunteers 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE 
THE BIG PROBLEM Onée that 
determined, the years old practice -of impri- 
soning person for life happens 
sick will done away With. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any scientific necessity for it. 
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Johansen, Medical Director (R) 
Medical Officer Charge 


The optimism referred recent reports 
from this hospital relative promin and diasone 
treatment has continued progressively increase. 
The use these two drugs has increased max- 
imum. All patients except those where such treat- 
ment contraindicated are taking some form sul- 
fone therapy. Clinic experience has strengthened 
the position the sulfone drugs the treatment 
Hansen’s disease. Promin has been use 
this hospital since March 1941. Serious toxic effects 
have not been observed any patients. Promin 
patients continue experience feeling well- 
being and most clinical findings early infection 
are found subside materially after several months 
duration respond treatment more readily than 
the infections many years standing. How- 
ever, becoming discouraging certain patients 
find that after four five years continuous 
promin treatment their skin smears still show Han- 
sen’s bacilli. Such findings may observed 
patient who has shown remarkable improvement 
objectively. Generally speaking. found that 
the leprous process does tend progress dur- 
ing treatment. 

Diasone has been this station 
formore than three years. Since May 19.7 the 
drug has been supplied more palatable sugar- 
coated tablet form, and that this form 
will cause less nausea than the odoriferous capsule 
previously used. Improvement with diasone the- 
rapy approximately comparable to, but some- 
what slower than, the improvement following pro- 
min. patients are now taking promin regularly 
and patients are taking diasone regularly. 
Thirty-five patients who have taken promin have 
been discharged date and ten taking diasone 
have been discharged Whie claim 
made that these drugs are specific remedies, they 
have proved therapeutically more effective Han- 
sen’s disease than any previous treatment tried 
the Carville Leprosarium. Unfortunately, they 
work slowly. Definite objective improvement 
rule rarely becomes manifested before least six 
months treatment. The disease seldom, ever, 
appears get worse under treatment. 


When sending change address THE STAR 
old address well new. Thisis necessary locate 
your address our files 
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THE CHEMOTHERAPY HANSEN’S 
DISEASE the U.S. Marine Hospital, 


Carville, 


Promin administered intravenously. Adequate 
doses are not tolerated orally. may given in- 
tramuscularly but local pain following injection 
usually severe. Since sulfones are eliminated from 
the body rapidly frequent administration neces- 
sary. The recommended initial dose promin 
1.0 daily. This dose gradually increased 
optimal dose 5.0 daily. Rest periods one 
week duration are given every two weeks. this 
dose good therapeutic results occur with mini- 
mum toxic effects. Promin low toxicity but 
hematuria, anemia, and dermatitis occasionally 
occur. Periodic blood count, urinalyses and clinical 
examinations are required guard against toxi- 
city. All patients whose red counts run under four 
million are given either inorganic iron liver 
treatment. 

small group patients receiving intensive 
promin therapy under close medical observation. 
These patients receive cc’s promin times dai- 
The results date are encouraging. 

ee e476 * * 

Diasone given mouth, daily doses varying 
for adults from 0.33 gm, and for 
ren from 0.5 gm. The diasone patients 
receive the same laboratory checkups the pro- 
min patients. 

KKH 

Sixteen patients this hospital are currently 
taking promizole, drug which closely resembles 
promin and diasone. Promizole taken mouth 
and relatively non-toxic According prelimi- 
nary report, clinical improvement with promizole 
has been more rapid, some cases, than with ei- 
ther promin diasone. Doctors Faget, Pogge and 
Johansen have stated that ‘‘the therapeutic results 
thus far obtained are sufficiently encouraging 
warrant further clinical study, which will ne- 
cessary before final evaluation promizole the 
treatment Hansen’s disease can 

This hospital has supply promizole hand 
but one leprologist, wishing buy promizole for 
use foreign fields, was told Parke-Davis that 
the manufacture promizole very difficult and 
present not being made 


The reduction number and severity ulcers 
since the inauguration sulfone treatment the 
National Leprosarium graphically illustrated 
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the reduced cost gauze, adhesive plaster, and 
bandages used the dressing clinics. The reduc- 
tion cost such supplies for the last fiscal year 
was $7,419.50 compared 1940 (before any 
sulfones were started). The cost the promin 
given during that period was $6,986.00. 


The action promin eye complications 
leprosy differs from that penicillin, that 
promin helps prevent future attacks iridiocy- 
clitis, while usually has little effect 
cute inflammations while they are progress. 
Conversely, our experience, penicillin reduces 
markedly the duration and intensity inflam- 
matory process that progress, but does not 
seem have any value prophylactically against 
future attacks. Therefore, the leprosarium pe- 
nicillin used abort acute attacks iridiocy- 
clitis complication leprosy, and promin 
reduce prevent future attacks. 


Medical authorities have repeatedly stated that 
when effective chemotherapeutic found 
for Hansen’s disease, may also effective the 
treatment tuberculosis the two chronic diseases 
have many parallelisms. 


Drs. Hinshaw and Feldman the Mayo Clinic 


have reported that, drugs the sulfone se- 
ries (promin, diasone and promizole) were the first 
preparations succeed actually arresting tuber- 
the highly susceptible guinea pig. This 
naturally led high hopes that sulfone drugs might 
value the treatment tuberculosis hu- 
man beings. Several hundred who had tu- 
berculosis have received treatment with these drugs 
and experience has tempered early enthusiastic 
hopes some physicians. The possibility that sul- 
fone drugs may aid treatment certain 
unusual varieties human tuberculosis has not 
been excluded, but definite place has been found 
for these drugs treatment the usual types 
tuberculosis. The use sulfone drugs under any 
circumstances has nct progressed beyond the ex- 
perimental 

According tuberculosis literature, the sulfones 
tuberculosis have been given adequate trial 
and are reported little value. However, 
from Dr. Feldman this hospi- 
tal intimated that intended revaluating promin 
human tuberculosis. 


ease were somewhat dissappointing, but the doctors 
Carville persisted. Several Carville patients 
whom tuberculosis intracurrent disease, 
have had this condition improved sulfa therapy. 


Key 


When the conversation drifts, often does 
here, the use the thought always 
the gram solution used intravenously. The 
travenous injection the original and basic treat- 
ment, but promin not entirely confined 
and several local promin medicants have 
been tried with varying success. 

Because the extreme need the eye, ear, 
nose, and throat clinic adapt promin more di- 
rectly its needs, emulsion for nasal sprays 
and solution for packs were prepared 
our pharmacy, but was found that such 
weak dilution was unstable that soon lost its 
efficiency. The pharmacy solved that problem 
making very small quantities frequently. 

solution was tried, but the stability was too brief. 
40% solution was substituted and while was 
much more stable. generally proved too irritating. 
The answer maintaining relatively stable solu- 
tion and the same time eliminating the irritation 
seemed lie matching the solution the 
tears. means the potential hydrogen the 
hydrogen ion concentration. seems that all the 
body’s fluids have definite acidity alkalinity. 
This called pH. The grams promin given int- 
ravenously are mixed solution. The 
result matches the 7.4 the blood and thus 
eliminates severe reactions. reactions the 
form rashes occur, however, and this can 
usually overcome period desensitizing 
giving small doses gram and gradually in- 
creasing the full dose grams. 


having somewhat overcome the unstableness 
the eye wash, the pharmacy tried prevent the 
irritation matching the natural solution the 
tears. When this did not show signs succeeding 
quickly, ointment with hydrosorb base was 
used. This proved even more irritating the orbs. 
period using increasing percentages 
promin may next. any rate, the results 
thus far obtained seem sufficiently encouraging 
advocate continued effort adapt promin 
local medication for the eyes. 
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Little any the success promin has ever 
been attributed Dr. Raymond Pogge, 
Yet was probably his enthusiasm and confidence 
the ultimate result that spelled success for the ex- 
periment. Dr. Pogge was times, are sure, 
strain theinstitution. was strange in- 
stitutional medicine institutional recline and un- 
imaginativeness was strange him. Pogge was 
young and ambitious, putit one 
word His walk was fresh and his attitude 
was fresh, but the most startling innovation was 
that his approach Hansen’s disease was 
fresh and different. believed that now was 

accepted the problem from his defeatist pre- 
decessors and shifted the trend thought the 
attack All his observations became part the 
most careful and complete records available the 
hospital. From these and his study repeated co- 
incidences, planned his attack. His new and 
fresh ideas were constantly being tried. The 
Cure-all promin. glucose, calcium, 
vitamia and penicillin mixture his 
crowning achievements, but whatever the problem 
accepted personal challenge and sought 
its solution. When the eye, ear, nose and throat 
clinic was deprived ofa specialist, Dr. Pogge filled 
with probably more success local medication 
than any the-specialists ever felt discour- 
agement over the progress the battle was only 
momentary and never apparent. 
not the only reason will remembered here. 
attended most our softball games and contributed 
with occassional first aid. His dilapidated Packard, 
held together with rope and bailing wire, while 
mitting noise like cement mixer, wasa hospital 


joke. played good game table tennis, toot- 
the clarinet the Symphonettes, re- 
cipient all our foreign stamps and the memory 
his dashes the phone talk his broker 
will bring chuckle for many months come. 
Dr. Raymond Pogge was different. talk- 
promin, diasone and the drugs that follow- 
cures. Whenever doubt admitted it, 
but even then inspired confidence. patient 
was never left with ‘‘uh 
was never doubt his own particular crisis. 
Pogge either knew the answer would work with 
the patient find it. The fight was joint effort 
and succeeded. Dr. Pogge believed and made 
others believe-in him, promin, and the future. 


PROMIN DIASONE THE 
DENTAL CLINIC 
Bernard Prejean, 
(Dr. Prejean has been resident dental surgeon 
this hospital for the past years. native 
Louisianian and graduate Loyola University, 
School Dentistry, New Orleans. 


Oral leprous lesions have been found stub- 
born and respond slowly all systemic 
chaulmoogra oil treatment. Local medication the 
dental clinic has likewise proved unsatisfactory. 
Following the experimental treatment leprosy 
with promin and diasone, these conditions have 
changed. This well demonstrated the fact 
that oral mucosal lesions heretofore required more 
than 3,000 local treatments the dental clinic an- 
nually whereas, present. less than 300 such treat- 
ments are given. During these years, the patient 
population the National Leprosarium has re- 
mained stationary and other types dental work 
have not diminished. 

Through the influence promin and diasone 
treatment been found that local treatment 
oral lepromatous. lesions and ulcerations has 
been minimum. 

oral lesions failing respond other 
treatments for months and years have, some 
cases, been completely eradicated and, others, 
have retrogressed markedly. 

While not claimed that promin diasone 
are specific remedies for oral leprous lesions, they 
are the best treatment ever tried the National 
Leprosarium. 


(Abridged from the DENTALSURVEY, 
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Dr. Cowdry (above) Washington Uni- 
versity, School Medicine, did the experimental 
work with promin ‘‘rat leprosy’’ the Bar- 
nard Hospital, Louis, Mo., which preceded the 
use this drug patients with disease 
the National Leprosarium. 

Doctors Cowdry and Ruangsiri have published 
report which they explained that ‘‘rat 
and disease have many points simil- 
arity and some difference The doctors stated 
that any case the degree resemblance suf- 
iciently clear justify the hope that experiments 
rat leprosy may yield clues the treatment 
and they did. 

The late Dr. Faget heard the encouraging re- 
sults Dr. experimental work through 
EA. Sharpe Parke-Davis whose labora- 
tories promin wasborn Thus the stage was set for 
the human experiments which began Carville 
1941 and led promin being designated the 

Dr.G the University Buffalo has 
reported that the use chaulmoogra oil sup- 
plement streptomycin has produced ‘spectacular 
every case tuberculosis that 
has been tested preliminary research. said 
that chaulmoogra dissolved the waxy coating onthe 
ble streptomycin. The theory that the bacillus 
causing disease also has this wax coating. 


Sept 


PATHOLOGIST INTERVIEWED 

When Dr. George Fite, our hospital pathol- 
ogist. began his work here February 1945, 
the opinion that leprosy can 
transmitted rats long and thorough experi- 
mental work After more than two years 
experimental innoculation hundreds cotton 
rats, rice rats, field mice, and even the much pub- 
licized Syrian hamsters, Dr. Fite says, pro- 
gress has been made, but the work goes (We 
have had Syrian hamsters the laboratory 
this hospital since i938 when they were shipped 
here from Jerusalem following Dr.. Hasseltine’s 
attendance the World Conference Leprosy 
Cairo. 

The Syrian hamster has been much the news 
lately. Dr. Rivka Ashbel Jerusalem, Palestine, 
made the making’’ announcement the 
recent International Cancer Research Congress 
that there isaleprosy cancerconnection Dr. Ashbel 
said that infecting hamsters with the leprosy 
bacilli, she found that tumors arose the animals. 
Dr. Fite said that knew nothing about Dr. 
work, however, commented, have 
innoculated hamsters here and have never seen 
cancers any them. There more cancer 
leprosy than any normal 

Since there said leprosy-like disease 
rats, THE STAR asked Dr. Fite why some the 
new drugs are not tried experimantally labora- 
tory rats here like Dr. Cowdry did with promin. 
Dr. Fite said, are trying them. The chemical 
companies are continually sending new drugs 
for experimental purposes, but far with suc- 
cess. date, the best drug have tried ‘pyri- 
cidin’ but too toxic for 
(Pyricidin has been tried Hansen’s disease. 
November 1926 Dr. Norman Sloan Kalua- 
papa, Molokai, T.H reported, has been 
furnished us,enough treat younger patients, ages 

say that dramatic results have been obtain- 
here treating the patients with promin 
diasone would said Dr. Fite. Dis- 
cussing the sulfones recent paper 
disease, Dr. Fite stated, ‘‘There are rapid cures, 
and six months are required observe definite be- 
nefit any kind. Yet the prolonged treatment 
with sulfones has been found yield positive res- 
ults several ways. Patients under treatment seem 
largely freed the risk acute reactions, 
the appearance new lesions greatly cut down 
and eliminated majority patients sec- 
ondary infections are virtually 
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The successful course promin has been rug- 
ged one. has been challenged, denied, and doubt- 
practically everyone who has claimed 
authority Hansen’s disease. But we, the pa- 
tients, sitting the midst the problem had only 
look around see that something was hap- 
pening. November 1945, The Star carried 
personal poll all the patients taking pro- 
min. was designed determine the scope 
promin—not from the man who has friend 
whose sister married the jockey, but right 
from the horse’s 

that time the hue and cry was that promin 
was only successful limited number patients 
and that its value was the treatment secon- 
dary infection. were not skeptical 
asked these questions; 


Has promin been beneficial you? 
Yes 
Those who were undecided were all the neu- 


ral type which visual symptoms are absent. The 
remainder were enthusiastic. 


00.0/0. Undecided 4.3 


How long had you taken before you no- 
ticed change? 


The period reaction was some cases almost 
immediate. Others reported period 
All attest having responded within 
year. 


Have you continued improve? 
Yes 100 


This was refutation the limitation pro- 
min’s therapy secondary infection. Improve- 
ment was unanimously agreed have ocurred 
without secondary infection, spite secondary 
infection and have continued after the elim- 
ination secondary infection. 

Having corroborated our own satisfaction 
that promin was directly attacking the disease, 
asked this question: 


(a)Do you believe that promin has general 
therapeutic value the treatment 
disease and especially specific conditions? 


(b. Only specific conditions? 


and made this comment: 
The extent value problem (or 
least question probed) for the castor oil and 


Undecided 1.4 


WHAT TWO YEARS CAN 
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brigade, but the patients it’s 
ceiling unlimited. 

All this happened two years ago. the time 
that has followed, the patients have stood firmly pat 
their beliefs and ever-increasing number are 
discharged, they look knowingly and confidently 
each other. the other hand, the doubting 
Thomases the medical profession have switched 
horses and many cases have been caught 
confused stream. The sulfone treatment has been 
installed THE TREATMENT. the sulfones 
has been intrusted the entire job stopping the 
disease all its phases. Even instances 
good medical practice indicates such simple neces- 
sities vitamins and minerals, the job correc- 
tion left the sulfones. Yet, when the drugs 
not prove ‘‘cure-all’’ and refuse supplant all 
other medical treatments the die-hard doctor says, 
just won't all the things the patients 
think Three sentences later the same doc- 
tor says, ‘‘What don’t understand why pro- 
min corrected that. just increase the 
dose promin and see what 

the patients think that promin the ulti- 
mate, the only attention necessary for recovery? 
The patients answered this doctor two years ago 
when their poll directed this comment: over- 
whelming majcrity agree that promin not 
complete and final solution, that not 
but definite advancement...Pro- 
min least the signpost the promised land.”’ 

seems that these two years, the patients 
have been optimistic, but unsatisfied rut be- 
cause promin not immediate cure. The doc- 
tors have come resignedly around acknow- 
promin but are looking for every op- 
portunity kick over the traces and deny that 
promin cure for Hansen’s disease. 


Key Pitt 


Several hundred copies this issue THE 
STAR will distributed Colonel Rarey 
the Annual Convention the American Pub- 
lic Health Association which opens Atlantic 
City October Colonel Rarey Decatur, 
Georgia, National VicePresident the American 
Federation the Physically Handicapped who 
scheduled make minute talk Hansen’s 
disease before the A.P.H.A. meeting, will have 
literature Hansen’s disease including THE 
STAR, available all interested delegates. 
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GHOST THE MONTH 


That ignorance the true source superstition 
proven again. For the ‘‘Ghost the Month’’ 
nominate the lady who told the ‘‘mist 
yarn yarn which some the weird and 
fantastic tales about that constantly bob 
up. 

One our most faithful friends, who has visited 
Carville many times, has been doing her bit 
ducate her acquaintances the modern concep- 
tion Hansen’s disease. She talked one lady, 
telling trips Carville. and offered her some 
STARS read. ‘‘No, thank said the lady, 
gave one before; read and just not 
believe Such attitude seemed settle the 
matter and our champion changed the subject. 

However, few days later the “doubting 
bustled onto our friend’s porch trium- 
phant gleam her eye and burst forth with this, 
son lawyer today and knows ALL 
bout leprosy. hasa friend who biologist and 
has been the Philippines. This friend told him 
off those who have the disease. The doctors 
not know just when their skins throw off this mist, 
but why others catch 

Reporting this our friend 
said, was all could not howl with anger. 
This woman unusually intelligent many ways. 
But can you fancy anything more irrational and 
absurd? Were thing the case, the doctors 
and nurses ‘would have constantly 
wearing gas masks, maybe steel armor, rubber 
gloves on, never knowing when the patients 
would throw off this 

The lady added that this was the reason 
the authorities and patients wanied the hospital 
lady means the way have been dripping, not 
perspiration but just vulgar sweat, during the last 
two months, she did not miss far, might 
good idea exploit the ‘‘mist theory’’ and in- 
sist that the hospital moved toa climate where 
will not copiously. 

Our friend, ex-journalist, observed, ‘‘Of all 
the silly tales and superstitions about Hansen’s 
disease, this, me, tops. Can you fancy the 
United States Marine heads permitting 
visitors any time one some, maybe all 
the patients would start ‘throwing off 
this infectious mist’ from their skins? Good 


LEPROSY CHALENGED PROMIN 
THE OPEN MARKET 


Leprosy hush-hush subject going the way 
V.D Like all bugaboos whispered about cor- 
ners, when they become topic general con- 
versation, attention surrounding them dissipates. 
Why the subject leprosy should have been hid- 
den like the skeleton the closet ferment for lo! 
these many years and why the attitude towards 
should change now merits least explanation. 

may that the science are losing 
some the self-consciousness that has developed 
from their inadequacy with the disease. 
any rate leprosy coming into the open and 
obvious that the new progress against the disease 
the reason. The encouraging success the sul- 
fone drugs reticence for discussion. 


successful have the been their 
treatment the disease and its stigma that for the 
first time drug concern, Parke-Davis, dares 
advertise its product Promin. treatment for 
leprosy. This revolutionary long- 
the problem leprosy r2stricted two 
three lines medical magazine recording ex- 
perimental work, but now you can find window 
display your own advertisirg 
cepted and treatment. 


indebted the AMERICAN JOURNAL 
CLINICAL MEDICINE, Waukegan, Illinois, 
ably edited Dr. Ralph Correll, for 
space its July number about the work 
THE STAR and calling the attertion physi- 
cians the modern concepts disease. 


Sept. 
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Sao Paulo, Brazil, according Herminio 
Agosto, patient there, hundreds patients are 
being treated with promin and diasone. Some 


the cases the first group placed under treatment 
have been discharged. Promin has also been 


very successful treatment the Padre Bentos Lep- 
rosarium. 


The American Mission under the direction 
Dr. and Mrs. Kellersberger deserves great 
deal credit for sending large amounts money 
purchase sulfa drugs for patients with Hansen’s 
disease all over the world. The Mission supports 
pieces work Africa alone. 


January 1947, the patients the le- 
prosarium Peel Island, Queensland, Australia, 
began the promin treatment. Albert Wolfe and 
Alan Merry, patients Peel Island write, ‘‘Only 
those patients who have fought the losing battle 
with chaulmoogra oil can realize how relieved 
body and mind feel about the treatment.”’ 


Dr. Dorothy Harris, Medical Missionary who 
visited this hospital September 1946, writes 
that she returning her work the Borden 
Memorial Hospital, Lanchow, Kansu, China, tak- 
ing with her 50,000 tablets diasone provided 
the American Mission. Dr. Harris says, 
hoping for great 


Word comes from Luis Moreno, patient 
Sanatorio Nacional ‘‘San Luis Jagua’’, Cris- 
to, Oriente, Cuba, that ‘‘at present, out the 
nearly 300 patients this Sanatorium, more than 
one half are under either promin diasone treat- 
ment. Practically patient has had stop treat- 
ment and the doctors have promised that within 
short time every patient that can tolerate the treat- 
ment will receive Havana, Cuba, Luis says, 
will the scene the World Congress Lep- 
rosy April, 1918, and scientists from all over 
the world will attend this important meet, The 
Cuban Cabinet has approved the issuing special 
2-centavo stamp commemorate the congress. 


Between February and June, the American Mis- 
sion Lepers placed orders for 922,000 tablets 
for 922 persons for approxi- 
mately one year. These orders have been designated 
der 500,000 diasone tablets was placed for China 
alone. 

the use sulfones dis- 
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ease the August issue ‘‘Song After 
Dr. E.R. Kellersberger says, “With own eyes I’ve 
seen the remarkable improvement many cases, 
and—it seems— cures some cases. The patients 
have new hope their faces and hearts. believe 
these drugs are better than any have had 
now. Yet they are not ideal, for several years 
intensive treatment are required and, with all 
sulfa drugs, there danger secondary 


the Philippines, where there are thousands 
cases Hansen’s disease, the government too 
poor provide sulfa drugs. Only the well-to-do 
patients who can afford buy the drugs have the 
treatment, the others not. Frederika Blankner 
Garden City, New York, who has very special 
interest the Philippine patients, has asked that 
something done correct this tragic situation, 
for, says Miss Blankner, mental agony 
these poor people knowing treatment ex- 
ists and they are deprived it, certainly should re- 
ceive our most careful attention for its 

Felicisimo Amparado, patient Cebu City 
where there are thousand cases Hansen’s dis- 
ease, confirms Miss Blankner’s statement. 
writes, was one the small group patients 
who started the promin treatment last October, 
continuing into December. Due limited supply 
treatment had stop. had all injec- 
tions. The change appearance was wonder- 
ful. The prominent elevations had face 
disappeared. fellow patients were astonished 
the progress made with promin therapy. Out 
here are sure that promin really effective 
treatment and the patients are enthusiastic about 
the new drugs. they were only available all 
who need 

have had the new drugs for treatment 
leprosy only six months Kaluapapa and have 
done more with them that time than has been 
done Carville, La., the past six years,’’ de- 
clared Dr. Eric Fennell recently returned 
aboard the Matsonia from visit the Louisiana 
leprosarium. 

The above item from Honolulu newspaper 
was sent Kaluapapa patient. Dr. Fennell’s 
statement was probably intended for home con- 
sumption, but very revealing. Kaluapapa dis- 
carded chaulmoogra oil before Carville did 
but offered treatment its place until diasone 
was available. The Kaluapapa patients write 
THE STAR that the new drugs have brought ‘‘the 


PROMINAIDING AROUND THE WORLD 
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EXIT CHAULMOOGRA OIL 


Not long ago TIME Magazine reported from 
Burma that men and women, patients lep- 
rosarium Rangoon, had caught the strike fever. 
They walked out their hospital. demanding 
the authorities that injections chaulmoogra oil 
were even intimated that were going back 
the old chaulmoogra oil treatments —two injections 
week. 

Until comparatively recent, the treatment con- 
sistently followed this institution remained the 
same. The annual since its inception always 
read, oil, and its derivatives, the 
chief therapeutic agent employed But June 
24, 1947, marked the complete transition from the 
old treatment the new. The last few patients 
who were taking chaulmoogra oil injections and 
mouth stopped taking it. 

idea how much chaulmoogra oil was con- 
sumed locally shown the figures from our 
hospital pharmacy. 1932, capsules were 
filled and 75,000 the oil was prepared for in- 
jections. The oil gradually lost favor with the pa- 
tients: The fiscal year ending June 30, 1947 recorded 
4,800 capsules filled and 8,000 the oil prepared 
for injections. 

For centuries legends and fantastic stories have 
told the healing properties chaulmoogra 
oil with little evidence support 
its curative 1930, Dr.G.W. McCoy, dean 
American leprologists, said, have had agreat 
deal experience with chaulmoogra oil, and had 
operate leprosarium today and could not get 
the oil, would not very much 
Obviously, Dr. McCoy did not think very much 
chaulmoogra oil therapy disease. 
leprologists were never enthusiastic about 
chaulmoogra oil were leprologists other 
countries. But understand that even some 
the pro-chaulmoogra medicos who wrote many pa- 
pers the subject for scientific trying 
prove themselves that the oil was valuable, ex- 


pressed doubt when the doctors disscussed 


matter privately. 

But there had some treatment only for 
the psychological effect. probably colored 
would have done well, so, lieu anything 
better offer. have had gallons chaulmoo- 
gra oil poured shot into us. Even the oi! had 


been the answer, the cure was almost worse than 
the disease. Who can forget the painful abscesses 
which not infrequently followed injections the 
oil (patients carrying pillows the picture shows 
are thing the who can forget the hor- 
rible nausea which often followed the swallowing 
chaulmoogra oil capsules? ruined many 
meal. 

True, the hospital records will show that some 
patients were discharged after many years treat- 
ment with chaulmoogra oil, but just about many 
were discharged who took nothing all. The doc- 
tors will agree that some the discharges credited 
chaulmoogra oil were just natural evolution 
the disease. 

The are convinced that there 
absolutely comparison between the value 
the old chau'moogra oil and the new drugs. Not 
only has the discharge rate been increased, parti- 
cularly early cases, but the clinical improvement, 
even advanced cases, has been amazing. One 
patient said, took chaulmoogra oil faithfully for 
more than years, mouth. [had one foot the 
grave when the along. have shown 
more improvement after years promin than 
did two decades chaulmoogra oil, and now 
have first negative bacteriological Many 
other patients have had similar experiences. 

However, the ultra-conservative doctors are 
painfully slow accepting the new treatments and 
discarding the oil. Here, for instance, the state- 
ment issued the Committee Therapeutics 
the Second Pan-American Leprosy Congress held 
Rio Janeiro October was agreed 
that until the sulfone drugs had been further tried 
out and were more generally available for all pa- 
tients, chaulmoogra oil must remain the standard 
treatment for 

Doull, acting editor the International 
Journal Leprosy, represengs school thought 
that believes that chaulmoogra oil has not been 
sufficiently disproved warrant its being discarded 
favor the new drugs. editorial the 
suggests that possible solution would 
treat alternate patients with sulfa and chaul- 
moogra derivatives Dr. Doull thinks 
have become too optimistic and declares, ‘*Let’s 
have the realize that controlled experi- 
mentation important but the Doull schcol 
though: would have getting Carville 
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Concluding his paper Chemotherapy the 
recent Pan-American Leprosy Congress, the late 
Dr. G.H. Faget, pioneer sulfone therapist, said, 
the chemotherapy leprosy with the sulfone drugs 
objective clinical improvements are produced 
which are sustained and cannot attributed 
spontaneous remissions the disease. 

objective improvements, although slow 
their development, are progressive during the 
course 

are substantiated the photographic 
changes which occur the 

examinations indicate that the sul- 
fone drugs have bacterioscopic action 

“Until faster-acting remedies are discovered, 
the sulfone drugs must considered the optimal 
treatment 

the sulfone drugs are slowly-acting 
chemotherapeutic agents, further research should 
encouraged uncover more powerful bacteri- 
cidal 

significant statement Dr. E.A. Sharpe, 
Director, Department Clinical Investigation, 
Parke, Davis Co., Detroit, Mich., reached 
August. wrote, great personal satisfaction 
have cooperated with Dr. Faget the develop- 
ment therapeutic procedure such far reach- 
ing consequence.I happy remark this 
time also, that research interest has not been con- 
cluded this direction, since there are other com- 
pounds the process laboratory experimenta- 
tion that hope will eventually reach the stage 
clinical 

long last, the researchers, especially the 
large pharmaceutical houses have become really 
interested finding specific for disease. 
Although the sulfones were originally produced 
for use treating tuberculosis and other diseases, 
they seem the answer, nearly the answer, 
the treatment Hansen’s disease. Certainly 
research now the right track and even more 
effective therapeutic agent for Hansen’s disease 
than promin diasone will found. 

any rate, chaulmoogra oil and its derivatives, 
extinct the dodo, far Carville patients 
are concerned. 


follow imperfect, uncertain, corrupted 
traditions, order avoid erring our own 
judgments, but exchange one danger for 
another. 


Whately 


Birth Promin 

Ten years ago five scientists sat down Detroit 
and discarded long-accepted theory bacteria. 
The immediate result their revolt was promin, 
new drug. Promin one the sulfones, cousin 
the sulfanilimides. was developed the 
search for drug the same thing the sulfa- 
nilimides were doing, and them better. 

the Parke-Davis laboratories Detroit the 
five research men were looking for weapon 
gainst tuberculosis. They were Edward Tillitson, 
now professor chemical engineering Wayne 
University; B.F. Tuller, now New York; L.L. 
Bambas, Parke-Davis chemical research, 
nard Doup, another Parke-Davis man who has 
devoted his life the study leprosy and tuber- 
culosis. 

The old idea was that the bacteria tuberculo- 
sis and leprosy, which are related closely, were 
surrounded fatty waxy and re- 
search had been aimed fat-soluble substance 
penetrate the capsule. But, since the bacteria 
use substantially the same food elements 
tamins the human body, the Parke-Davis men 
threw out the theory, experimentally, the as- 
sumption that elements these foods must 
enter the bacteria water-soluble form. 

Promin was orn this conference, 
action, the drug sets virtual blockade 
least one the essential food elements. Dr. Sweet 
explains that the promin were key and 
the bacteria lock. The key gets into the lock but 
stops the mechanism instead operating it, thus 
actually starving the organism. 

was tried first tubercular guinea pigs. Its 
success was overwhelming. After exhaustive labo- 
ratory tests, the discoverers were convinced they 
had the tuberculosis problem solved. But clini- 
cal tests human tuberculosis. promin was great 
disappointment. proved less effective than strep- 
tomycin. the same time preliminary tests were 
being made with leprosy, and the research men 
turned that direction. Tuberculosis and leprosy 
have many things common. 

The medical profession cautious about the 
word this instance. Because the slow 
development the disease, doctors point out, 
may years before promin can declared 
cure for leprosy. 

Dr. E.A. Sharp, head Parke-Davis’ depart- 
ment clinical investigation, says: far 
can tel!, from all methods available for examination 
promin-treated leprosy patients are 
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MAKING PROMIN 


William Manning (left) and Dr. Robert Reichel 
reaction tanks used processing promin. 


np ton 


The next the manufacture promin: A.W. 
Bender checking the reaction the stainless steel vac- 


The promi,n which has been filtered remove impu- 
uum used the chemical compounding the drug. 


rities dropping down into the ampoules. 


Sept 
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The ampoules containing dose the new drug pass 
gas flame sealed. They move along pro- 
duction line conveyer and are carefully inspected. 
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M.A. Costa the analogical chemistry laboratory 
tests promin with nitrogene Detemition Gagdet. Final inspection the sealed ampoules promin. 
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BROADCAST DESERVES HOOPER RATING 


Undoubtedly the greatest step ever made cre- 
ating interest Hansen’s disease came August 
with the broadcast over NBC Ghost 
and The Bell’’. The members THE STAR sat 
paralized suspense awaiting the culmination 
their great desire for nation-wide educational ef- 
fort. and was with pardonable pride that THE 
STAR staff glowed they saw their child take its 
first real radio step. There was further tone 
satisfaction our voices the letters poured 
from all over the country with offers can 
almost every one. 

Too much gratitude can not expressed Mrs. 
Norton Pearl, immediate Past President the 
American Legion Auxiliary, for this opportunity. 
Mrs. Pearl made usa present the Auxiliary’s an- 
nual half-hour program over coast coast net- 
work. Not only did the Auxiliary donate its ai:- 
time Carville and the problem Hansen dis- 
ease, but also secured excellent staff prepare 
and present the broadcast. the conclusion 
the dramatic episode, Mrs. Pearl herself spoke, 
telling her own visit this hospital. Her words 
gave dignity and prestige the program and add- 
the final convincing touch. 

met Edgar Marvin, author the script, 
Ghost and The through his inquiring 
letters, and later had the pleasure talking him 
when visited our community. Mr. Marvin was 
natural the writer the script. 
said his letters, must honestly state that until 
The Legion Auxiliary called this assign- 
was ignorant ignorant most people— 
about was weird and semi- 
plague-like ailment that patients never recovered 
from, and that cast them quite logically, because 
its dreadfulness, out society...Another 
misconceptions was that Hansen’s disease was 
the wane--like Smallpox, The Black 
while none this information, however inaccu- 
rate, prejudiced against any those stricken, 
did unconsciously approach the topic (as discover- 
reading Mr. Perry Burgess’ volume 
Walk with awe, and some 

After his visit here, Mr. Marvin wrote, ‘‘In terms 
work—my assignment have succeeded 
getting enough, perhaps too much, material; 
terms interest and sincerity, think have been 
greatly moved and awakened but terms 
truly understanding and experiencing Carville and 
its patients, know have been but blundering 
intruder. Perhaps, you will say, not more than 
anyone else similarly escorted in, around, and 


Sept. 


but for the pang remains. hope that can put 
some that recognition the script, its bet- 
That Mr. Marvin could himself have 
been among the uninformed and when had be- 
come more familiar with the problem been 
made him ideal for the job creating 
script which would bridge the same gap for others. 

any rate Mr. script started its good 
work home. Miss Doris Corwith, Assistant 
the Manager the Public Service Department, 
accepting congratulatory messages before the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company, King, the pro- 
ducer, and Arnold Moss who played the part 
the GHOST quoted the cast being very much 
impressed with the script and saying that they had 
learned many things that they had never known 
before. Indeed, our letters from listeners NBC 
was repeatedly congratulated for the excellence 
the program text and for community service. 

Typical the praise given NBC are these 
letters. 

can honestly say that it’s the first program 

heard thet made sit and think 
strorgly 


Mrs. Weaver, Newport, Isiand 
National Groadcasting Company 
for broadcasting such com- 
mendable 
James King, Baltimore, Maryland 


excellent NBC make such infor- 
mation available the 


Miss Oma Paris, Illinois 


Letters have been received from States and 
Canada. Credit for this wide coverage goes 
part Mrs. John Lakeman, Jr.. National 
Radio for the Auxiliary. Mrs. Lakeman 
issued communique all the key people 
the Auxiliary Department alert their members 
and the papers their towns for the broadcast. 
How well this was dore attributed the 
hundreds letters have received. Not only 
our but the thanks many the listen- 
ers, the Auxiliary. 

like thank the American Legicn Aux- 
iliary, through you. for such inspiring edu- 
cational 

John Wichita, 


With the nation the midst awakening, 
regrettable that many members our hospi- 
tal staff and personnel did not have the time 
the interest listen the broadcast Some 
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them offered their condolences for our having 
been subject such sensational program. They 
turned the program off themselves and they were 
sure the general public would the same. 
have also received letter dissatisfaction from 
Dr. E.R. Kellersberger the American Mission. 
labels the program radical and also regrets 
that the program took factual approach instead 
seeking intelligent sympathy. must thank 
them for their concern, but are well satisfied 
with the results and here the reason why. 


all programs have heard, none have sur- 
passed this one for reality and enlightenment. I’m 
truly grateful that heard this play. gradu- 
ate nurse, and though I've cared for hundreds, 
haven't given much serious thought Hansen’s 
bacillus. You Carville take heart, for all that 
heard Ghost and The feel strongly 
about helping you, long and some 
changes will 


Mrs. Louis Lanier Marietta, Georgia 


was most remarkable revelation and one 
that should heard the world over. What that 
program did enlighten the public 
disease would hard put just many words 
aletter. believe. however, the peo- 
ple will more tolerant and educated greater 
degree than heretofore the subject. any 
those listening with knew the true facts. 
When Ghost and The had concluded, 
Ido think are among those all over the Nation 
who felt bit ashamed ourselves for having been 
sointolerant But then. many cases intolerance 
due ignorance; longer being the 
term for those having listened, tolerance will 
the 


H.G. Hanson, Seattle, Washington. 
friend heard radio broadcast last 


soul think husband’s remark expresses 
our feeling better than anything could say, hope 
they broadcast that over and over and over again. 
Why has one ever told that before!’ 
husband City Sup’t Schools San Bernardino, 
and ha; some five hundred 
and fifty teachers and over fifteen thousand stu- 
dents. know one here who has leprosy-or 
there need however for more knowledge 
that fear may overcome and there anyway 
which Mr. Park his position may help 
would feel privileged 


Mrs. Gordon Park San Bernardino, Calif. 


program has introduced the public 
for the first time knowledge some very in- 
teresting information concerning leprosy. sin- 
cerely regrettable that this program heard 
every public minded citizen the United 
States. unwarranted opinion, people suffer- 
ing from this disease are more persecuted than 
man convicted murder. assure you that 
cast vote favor your cause ever find 


possible. 


Harry White, Houston, Texas 


the mostinformative and constructive pro- 
gram have ever heard years. very anxious 
all can help you. The facts about 
disease are little known and realize that. 
This ignorance and intolerance disgusting, 
just have something about 


Miss Ann Mason, Detroit, Michigan 


was deeply shocked own ignorance 
the facts concerning the disease that rightly known 
disease. shall try spread this good 
beginning passing this information 
friends and ask them spread further friends 
theirs. soon Congress reconvenes shall 


evening which enlightened very much the 
disease known leprosy. found, after ques- 
tioning several our friends and fellow workers 


write senators and representatives call the 
Bill their 


that very few people know anything the facts 
about leprosy. would like know how 
can help educate least our own community 
the facts about leprosy help promoting 
interest stamping out this disease. Would you 
please send subscription your paper, and 
information about leprosy and our colony. 


Mr. Beryl White 


but husband and were both af- 
fected that must write ycu for the good 


Mrs. Hannah Stone, Richmond, California 


feel impelled write and tell you deep 
interest your problem and shame igno- 
rance 


Mrs. Helen Linn, Massachusetts 


part educating the next generation, not this 


one. 


Morris Hutchison Tacoma, Washington 
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DR. JOHANSEN REPORTS TRIP 


departed for the Virgin Islands July and 
returned August Arriving St. Croix the 
morning July 29, was met the airport 
Dr. Norman Thetford, Municipal Physician 
who has direct supervision over the leprosarium 
the Island St. Croix. 

The leprosarium located miles west 
Christiansted eight acres land bordering the 
Caribbean Sea. enclosed high wire mesh 
fence three sides and the sea the north. 

The present bed capacity the leprosarium 
about and there were patients arrival. 
The men’s and women’s dormitories are not sep- 
arated according any definite plan. The present 
population consists women and men and 
the majority patients are from St. Thomas. One 
are from the neighboring West Indies. 
There are former patients who have been dis- 
charged arrested cases whom examined dur- 
ing visit. 

Family and friends the patients are allowed 
visit daily but only section set aside near 
the entrance where there shed just inside the 
fence for protection against inclement weather. 

appears that Hansen’s disease not the in- 
crease the Virgin Islands and the present capa- 
city the leprosarium would appear ample. 
predecessor, Doctor visited the Vir- 
gin Islands 1944 which time made very 
detailed complete report and many recommenda- 
tions. was found that some the recommend- 
ations, particularly relative the medical care and 
treatment the patients have been carried out. 
made complete physical examination each pa- 
tient present the leprosarium Clinical note; 
the progress date each patient. sug- 
gestions were made when indicated. the pa- 
tients are now receiving promin therapy and two 
are taking diasone. This sulfone therapy 
stituted March 1944 and the improvement noted 
patients taking the treatment comparable with 
results obtained Carville, for this same period 
time and considering the stage the disease, 
many whom are advanced lepromatous cases. 
None showed spectacular improvement. was im- 
pressed with the high class medical personnel 
and their interest the care these patients. 
Some suggestions for further improvement were 
submitted. 


Piace THE STAR your library 


THE FLORIDA PLAN 


year ago August 10, Mrs. Walter Craven, 
who was then president the American Legion 
Auxiliary, effort encourage comprehen- 
sive and correlated approach disease 
wrote the governors each the states. gen- 
eral, the governors answered assuring Mrs. Craven 
the cooperation their State Board Health. 
Some months have passed and apparently noth- 
ing concrete has happened except, now can re- 
port that Florida taking definite stand and will 
make definite effort educate and secure treat- 
ment for everyone having Hansen’s disease 
THAT STATE. 

Judging recent article the HOME NEWS 
Miami Springs. Fla.. the coming not be- 
fore needed. this article, Mrs. C.D. Good- 
ing, chairman Miami’s chapter the American 
Mission, reports receiving phone calls all hours 
the day and night which anonymous voices 
plead for her aid securing the promin treatment. 
Mrs. Gooding refers all her callers the Pub- 
lic Health Service and this reference usually dis- 
courages further search certainly 
time for Florida become aware its obligation 
and take action towards removing the fears and 
prejudices that discourage people with 
disease from seeking aid. 

The Florida Plan was outlined THE STAR 
Dr. Edwin Riley. Epidemiologist, Florida 
Board Health, during his recent visit here. 
calls for the selection small endemic area. 
this case the city Key West. The citizens this 
community will treated six months ora year 
concentrated education disease, 
which the press, radio and all other media 
vailable will used promote factual under- 
standing. During this period hoped that all 
the people having disease wiil encour- 
aged take treatment This general outline has 
been approved Dr. Florida State 
Health Officer, and details are now being worked 
out with the help Florida State University Cer- 
tainly will the most progressive move ever 
tried this country, the neighbors the per- 
son with disease can educated re- 
gard the very feebly communicable disease 
that and the Florida Board Health will 
offer treatment their own those 
needing it. short, Florida congratulated 
removes the hazards and obstacles taking 
treatment for disease and doing 


institute the voluntary seeking medical attention. 
**continued page 8** 
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MISUNDERSTOOD 


the Editor the The New York Times: 


You recently carried article Dr. Howard 
Rusk under the heading Lep- 
rosy Seen Based Biblical which 
was read the patients this hospital with great 
interest and praise. 

Dr. Rusk recognized the fact that the word 
er’’ offense victims Hansen’s disease. 
would like see eliminated from all dictionaries. 
The connotation more painful than the disease, 
and the discrimination segregation practiced 
comparison with other, more easily transmitted dis- 
eases has done greater harm that makes 
outcasts. long segregation practiced, imag- 
inary danger the disease fostered. 

When Dr. Rusk said that members our Amer- 
ican Legion Post No. 188 were bitter the delay 
the Public Health Service taking action the 
recommendations the Advisory Committee, 
can assure you that the whole patient body feels 
the same way. 


EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN NEEDED 

Since the Public Health Service themselves fos- 
tered use the word our belief that 
they should the ones who should leave stone 
unturned now undo their mischief through 
all-out educational publicity campaign. The biggest 
item this campaign should education all 
the doctors practicing the United States. 
most surprising how many doctors show the same 


fear Hansen’s disease the general public does. 


Anyone coming for visit Carville loses all fear 
this disease after having seen the patients, who 
are their own best advertisement. 


Because likely that there will number 
veterans Second World War who will 
develop the disease from service endemic areas, 
the Veterans Administration should train their 
doctors recognize and treat Hansen’s disease 
sending some them this hospital for few 
weeks, and they turn should train others. 

The Surgeon General also says that Public 
Health Service are aware that irksome restrictions 
patients should relieved where possible 
and that while they should given more freedom, 
care must exercised that such 
leges not include freedom transmit the dis- 
for all bear mind the basic fact that any 
person who has leprosy has acquired the disease 
trom some other person with 

would have been a-good deal more the 


point had called basic theory instead 
basic fact, because that something which nei- 
ther nor any other doctor layman has been 
able prove far. 

generally accepted fact that the average 
dult has natural immunity against the disease 
even endemic sections Inoculations and trans- 
plantations diseased tissue have been tried over 
and over leprologists without result 

Children and very young people should, how- 
ever, protected against the disease and those af- 
flicted. this respect very much like tuber- 
culosis and the bacillae can only told apart from 
tuberculosis single organisms expert. 

AGGRAVATED HARDSHIP 

own case was widely publicized the effect 
that had caught the disease the Japanese con- 
centration camp Manila, but not believe 
that the case arrived Saipan the age 
and lived Guam just before turned eleven 
two years after was married. have 
doubt that during those early years 
Saipan Guam and might never have come 
down with it, but fact that underwent 
severe period starvation and extreme worry 
bout the rest family concentration camps. 

who have been Carville for treatment and 
have learned how take care ourselves and 
methods prevention for others, would the 
best objects for propagandizing for the Public 
Health Service, who, according the Surgeon 
General. are finding difficult establish di- 
agnostic and treatment centers other endemic 
parts the United States. they will establish 
real treatment centers with outpatient clinics, they 
should first ease patients here they 
get any new patients. 

Private doctors should learn how diagnose and 
for.a small minority, but believe compul- 
sory treatment for any disease which may clas- 


contagious, infectious otherwise com- 


municable and that includes tuberculosis and ve- 
nereal diseases. However elieve foster- 
ing system making life utterly hard for any 
sick that others will shy away from treat- 
result it. Let the Public Health Service 
take their cue from the State New York. 
GERTRUDE 

Carville, La., August, 1947. 

THE NEW YORK TIMES August 16, 1947, 
ried Mrs. Hornbostel’s letter. 
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PATIENTS REGISTER VOTE 


September 15, the 396 patients 
this hospital have registered and are now qualified 
vote. Patients may continue register through 
the month September. But the registration 
proceeding slowly because, under the Louisiana 
law, one must register under one’s own name, and 
many here. living under assumed names, not 
wish reveal their identity their former place 
residence. 

The Iberville Parish authorities have established 
this hospital Precinct Ward Patients will 
cast their first ballots the gubernatorial race 
January 1948. 

won the right vote last November when 
the Louisiana voters passed Amendment 
the State Constitution, introduced the Legisla- 
ture Senator Alva Brumfield Baton Rouge. 

For years more our local American Legion 
Post has been actively campaigning give qualified 
patients this hospital the right vote. Janu- 
ary 1944 the post adopted resolution that ef- 
fect and 1946 the post petitioned each Louisiana 
legislator, urging him support Amendment 23. 

Major Hornbostel let loose blast the press 
declaring that was disgraceful for Carville pa- 
tients denied suffrage. 

Amendment passed. Final returns were 72,696 
for and 20,158 against. 

Spann Baton Rouge who was leader 
from the beginning this project, the McCormicks, 
Mrs. Lamont Seals and other friends Carville 
the American Legion Auxiliary throughout the 
state, worked hard right election day get 
this measure passed. 

Iberville Parish where this hospital located, 
Amendment lost—183 against, 164 for. Strange 
may seem our strongest opposition came from 
the hospital’s front precinct Ward 
(Carville), our immediate neighborhood where 
many the hospital personnel cast their ballot, 
voted against Amendment 23, and only voted 
for Evidently, some our (?) thought 
that giving the patients the right vote might 
another step towards disturbing the comfortable 
status quo. Perhaps 


Dr. Johansen will-be Washington, D.C., from 
ference all Medical Officers Charge U.S. 
Marine Hospitals. this conference Dr. 
Johansen will St. Louis Mo., for the meet- 
ing The American Hospital Association. 


WATSON MILLER TRANSFERRED 


When the surprising news flash came over the air 
August that Watson Miller, Administrator 
the Federal Security Agency, had been transfer- 
red President Truman the post Commis- 
sioner Immigration and Naturalization the 
Department patients were loath 
believe it. Mr. Miller has been such loyal friend 
forso many years and only recently visited here 
(STAR, August ‘47). Mr. Miller’s new position 
involves many critical issues related the displaced 
persons and refugee situation. The former FSA 
knowledge people and warm 
humanitarianism makes him ideal choice. 

message patients this hospital Mr. Mil- 
ler stated, not conceal regret leaving 
the important and vital responsibilities which were 
shared perhaps the finest field and staff within 
Government. The new job has done and 
nestly expressed me. 

regret officially separating myself from 
the things that are planning for dis- 
ease very poignant, particularly just this time. 
assure you that shall working just the same 
and feel sure that the Surgeon General will want 
mittee set study the problems and work to- 
ward their solution the way more enlightened 
treatment the malady. 

shall certainly see you all 

Mr. successor Administrator Oscar 
Ross Ewing, former vice chairman the National 
Democratic Committee. 


FINE APPOINTMENT 

We, the patients, are the ones congratu- 
lated the recent appointment Senior Surgeon 
Paul Erickson Executive Officer this hospi- 
tal. However, congratulate Dr. Erickson 
his promotion and are confident that will 
fill the job capably -and job for includes 
much administrative work. Dr. Erickson partial 
strictly medical work and one the most 
popular doctors our resident medical staff. 
speaking his new appointment, said that 
glad assume responsibilities which can 
further serve the patients. 

Dr. Erickson has also been designated the phy- 
sician for hospital personnel. 


NOTICE SUBSCRIBERS 
When sending change address THE STAR 
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MEMORIAL WILL LOCATE NEW RESEARCH 
UNIT PHILIPPINES 

Dr. Johansen was New York August 
attend meeting the Medical Board the 
Leonard Wood Memorial. The medical board made 
plans for the first hospital provide for 
world-wide cooperation research Hansen’s 
disease. 

According the New York TIMES, new 
institution will situated the Philippines 
area where the disease endemically rampant, the 
doctors said. 


Dr. Perry Burgess, president Leonard Wood 
Memorial, said that ‘at present institution at- 
tempting appraise the relative merits the dif- 
ferent drugs used treatment leprosy various 
parts the world’. 

‘We are committed the idea that such in- 
stitution must established, and have decided 
that will done,’ said. ‘We have the atten- 
tion leprologists the world over. Our first move 
will enlist the cooperation the Philippine 
Government. Then can begin research opera- 

director the national leprosarium Carville, 
‘we are interested allaying unwarranted 
public fears about leprosy. The disease almost 
negligibly communicable.’ 

Concurring with this, Dr. Burgess said had 
just returned from Brazil, where frequently ob- 
served families, w'th one parent infected with lep- 
rosy, who had lived closely together for years, 
without the disease spreading the 

Dr. Wade, Medical Director Leonard 
Wood Memorial, arrived for the meeting from the 
Philippines, where was director leprosa- 
rium during the Japanese 


PROMIN HEALS SCLERODERMA 


dramatic cure case scleroderma pro- 
min, the sulfone which used for Hansen’s dis- 
ease, has been described Dr. Virginia Wuerthe- 
Newark, New Jersey. 

Scleroderma, skin disease characterized hard 
indurations. resembles certain lesions Hansen’s 
disease and has been treated with dihydrotachys- 
terol, which similar chaulmoogra oil. 

Dr. Wuerthele’s had common type 
scleroderma, known sclerodactylia. this type, 
the skin the fingers, well the subcutaneous 
tissues, undergoes severe atrophy, that the hands 
become clawed. Dihydrotachysterol was used for 
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CARVILLE CALLERS 

1946, 650 doctors,50 nurses and dentists vis- 
ited this hospital. They came from many states and 
from several foreign countries. Altogether there 
were 5,707 visitors our hospital. Interest Han- 
disease has been steadily mounting and 
expected that this year will record even greater 
number visitors. How could one better learn the 
true facts about the disease and the patients than 
coming see for themselves. 

Miss Hilda Arndt, Assistant Professor the 
School Social Welfare the Louisiana State 
University, who recently brought group her 
students here tour said, trip was very 
helpful experience for our students and aided them 
gaining clearer understanding the problems 
the patients are feel confident that each 
one them now more ready help indi- 
vidual with Hansen’s disease, the family such 

For long time have looked forward meet- 
ing Dr. Windsor Wade Culion, Philippines. 
(High Lights War Time Culion-October, 1949.) 
Dr. Wade recently returned the United States 
and was Carville for day early August. ‘‘It 
was unexpected preliminary visit,’’ said, 
for medical director 
the Leonard Wood Memorial and editor the 
International Journal Leprosy, Dr. Wade busy 
man. Since leaving Dr. Wade has been 


-London. writes that expects return 


hospital for longer visit some special work. 

China medical missionary —by way ofa 
makeshift barber chair the men’s dormitory 
Calvin college— was the course charted years ago 
Everett Van Reken Clifton, New Jersey. 
Now it’s Van Reken’’. Before sailing for 
China August 15, Dr. Van Reken spent several 
days this hospital observing the treatments. 

Sister Mary Michael and Sister Mary Alberta, 
Boston, Massachusetts, Sisters the Marist Order, 
were guests for two weeks August. The sisters 
have been assigned Jamaica where they will 
duty institution treating Hansen’s disease. 

Dr. Ashton Stewart Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, recently here for two weeks said that 
decided visit Carville after attending conven- 
tion the Christian Medical Society Chicago 
June. doctors were urged visit Carville 
during our session Medical said. 
Dr. Stewart going Iran where disease 
not serious public health problem, but ex- 
pects some work that field. 
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Prominiatures 


One the most amazing things new visitors 
this hospital the active lives the patients. 
Probably the most common and rational idea 
hospital place for sick people-invalids, bed pa- 
tients needing constant attention. Especially does 
this seem hold true the expectations 
visitor this hospital for Hansen’s disease, but 
such hardly the prevailing condition and reality 
always comes tremendous surprise. 

Much this difference due the use pro- 
min. the noted war correspondent, au- 
thor and newspaper man, has paid his respects 
our community two occasions-once before pro- 
min and the second since. During his second visit 
was sitting the grandstand late one after- 
noon, watching our ball team take close hard 
game from team visitors. After watching the 
exhibition for couple innings remarked 
with quiet respect his voice, that promin had 
caused this change and gave our boys the 


hustle like they were doing, he’d like try 
some. 


one the earlier ball games the visitors en- 
tered the final inning scoreless and one ran behind. 
Anxious tie the score and escape the humil- 
iation being unexpectedly taken bunch 
sick people. one their huskies attempted steal 
second bowling over the second baseman. There 
was jarring shouldered into the sec- 
ond sacker and when the runner rolled over 
his back, the fielder was grinning down him 
while the umpire waved his thumb over his shoul- 


Just after the end the war, one patient went 
home vacation meet the returning soldier 
husband. When she returned she 
feel sorry for those poor people outside. They 
all look tired and underweight’’. 


Ike Vern photographer for magazine, 
arrived Carville particularly bad week— 
RAIN. But tramped around getting his shorts 
and his feet wet while two prominers tramped be- 
side him, arranging for shooting schedule, sub- 
jects and toting his equipment. the end the 
first day Ike, exhausted. was forced retire with 
hot drink. The second day chewed penicillin 
cure his budding pneumonia, but the promin- 
eers just sloshed along. 


Photos pages and 11, MAKING PROMIN, 
courtesy DETROIT TIMES. 
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FLORIDA PLAN 


continued from page 

The subtle, compelling methods the unsubtle, 
unethical threats now .common practice serve 
only force the majority patients into hiding 
rather than into treatment. The people Florida 
must made aware that leprosy real problem 
their state and not represented only few 
isolated cases. Only through complete change. 
their outlook towards can they hope 
erase this condition thathas been fostered their 
fears and prejudices. 


Miss Elizabeth Reed, Visiting 
Nurse Association, Florida, has made 
series transcriptions health subjects for the 
Florida State Board Health. Miss Reed has writ- 
ten five minute script Hansens disease which 
was recently transcribed and played radio 
stations the problem 
stems from two year stay the Amazon Valley 
during the recent war years. 


PROMIN HEALS SCLERODERMA 

continued from 
four years, but although the symptoms were par- 
tially alleviated there was true regression the 
disease. She had wear padded gloves all the time, 
was pain and her hands were entirely useless. 

Promin jelly was applied three times daily and 
covered with gloves. The pain started decrease 
two days. Within month the patient could dress 
and feed herself. the following month she re- 
turned work. Promizole tablets were given 

the JOURNAL THE MEDICAL SOCI- 
ETY NEW JERSEY. the author says that the 
possibilities promin should investigated 
other skin 

Dr. Pogge interested Dr. Wuerthele’s work 
and keeping touch with her. 


**Patronize our advertizers** 
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Dr. Johansen starts game, ‘‘Diasoners 
heaving the first ball. 


The softball game the year was played 
Labor Day, September Ist. Well, least was 
the game the year because the two teams 
were composed patients taking promin and those 
taking diasone. This game was settle, once and 
for all, which was the better treatment— 
diasone. 

Dr. Prejean, the dentist, was our chief 
umpire and when bellowed 
sounded had just pulled out stubborn old 
bicuspid. Dr. Fite, umpiring first, had call some 
close ones, but strange seems, there were 
arguments about his decisions. figure 
out why all the diasone players would open their 
mouths every time they ran near third base. When 
Philip ran back and picked little white pill, 
realized that Dr. Erickson would flip diasone tab- 
let into the players mouths every time they went 
near him. thought this was cheating. Then saw 
Dr. Wolcott, umpiring 2nd, harpoon the promin 
boys the dead run with about cc’s pro- 
min. this evened things up: 


Speaking seriously for change, saw fellows 
playing ball who, without either those two drugs, 
might never have walked out the ball park, let 
alone played ball. Incidentally, the promin team 
won 9-5 score, but the argument still goes 

This game was the brain child Dr. Bernardo 
who offered the winning team ‘‘trip the Grand 
Canyon’’. Travel restrictions being what they are, 
understand that Doc having tough time get- 
ting reservations, and since the station wagon will 
accommodate only half dozen players, the Pro- 
miners have settled for beer and pretzels. 


STAR 
ALL AROUND THE TOWN 
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Patients enjoy supper ‘‘under the oaks’’ Labor Day 


It’s good thing that the war over because 


the air raid wardens would constantly busy 
reporting aircraft’’ over Carville. 
Everything from elementary gliders the newest 
gas job being turned out our new Model Air- 
plane Shop. Sergeant Singer, retired crew chief, 
and model airplane bug himself, has start- 
all this furor over models and he, Martin, Mike, 
and the other boys hope make radio control- 
led ship capable fairly good range. Maybe 
can into town for some shopping occasionally 

Will flown over feet for sterilization 
purposes freeze all the germs, you know! 


One the canteen clerks answered the tele- 
phone. There was feminine voice the other 
end the wire inquiring, ‘‘Is this the leprosy hos- 
pital?’’ Clerk; ‘‘This the U.S. Marine 
Voice: hesitatingly, well you know 
anything about Clerk: sure do, I’ve 
got Voice, recovering after silence, 
want some medical Clerk: 
you'd better call 

Major Hornbostel absent minded and admits 
it. The most recent misplaced articles were his eye- 
glasses. searched frantically for three days but 
finally his wife located them, and all places, 
the ice box. 


Which reminds the one Buddy tells fact. 
had recently been fitted with artificial eye 
and marched into the eye clinic have his other 
eye bathed. substitute nurse was duty and 
exclaimed, ‘‘Why, Buddy, it’s been years since 
I’ve seen your eye clear. better dilate 
for think laughed Buddy, 
one just dilate; it’s store-bought 
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Artists-- Ray McNamara the 
with Mrs. Kelly Rand, ‘‘happy newly weds’’, 


Johnnie Harris, our Staff 
after the show. 


was one those unbearably sultry afternoons 
the theatre Carville when even the promise 
provoke much enthusiasm. Yet the program that 
followed. combination local and guest talent, 
was one the most enjoyable and well-received 
the series that John Tims, Jr., New 

From the moment the curtains parted 
sinuating rhythm maracas and guitars 
final curtain, the program proceeded 
pace, ably our ever-surprising official 
greeter, Nick Farrel. Son Tropica/, orchestra new- 
organized few our Mexican patients, 
played and sang Latin American tunes extremely 
well. Miguel Garzia was outstanding his vocal 
rendition ‘Besame These boys are 
congratulated for the professional way which 
they played together, having practiced group 
for such short time. 

Mrs. Tims introduced the piece resistance 
the afternoon-Kelly Rand, well-known radio sing- 
from Station WWL and Ray MacNamara, pia- 
nist and organist the same station. Mr. Rand, 
the accomplished accompaniment Mr. Mac- 
Namara, sang songs ranging from popular hits 
through musical comedy favorites the operatic 
aria, from Pagliacci. The audi- 
ence enthusiastically showed their appreciation 
his singing and were reluctant let 

Mr. Rand has succeeded obtaining bass fid- 
through the courtesy Mr. Lacoste Wer- 
leins, for the enlargement our own local group 
which now trying secure set drums. 


Congratulations David McCormick, youngest 
son and Mrs. McCormick, Destrehan, 
Louisiana. David. who has just entered his fresh- 
man year Southeastern College, Hammond, La.. 
was elected ‘‘Speaker the the recent 
session Pelican Boys’ State held the L.S.U. 
campus. Baton Rouge, August 19. 

Nearly one thousand teen-age chosen 
from all parts the state. took part Boys’ State 
under the direction Dr. Choppin, Past Depart- 
ment commander the American Legion. The 
boys set and operated mythical cities. parishes 
and states, with government patterned after that 
the State Louisiana. 


was the most natural thing the world for 
David use this opportunity bring the problem 
Hansen’s disease the Boys’ Sta- 
ters. introduced bill into the House urging 
that the archaic regulations which keep alive the 
stigma disease revoked. David spoke 
the floor behalf his bill, and after lively 
discussion which answered many questions, 
both house and the senate. Severa 
hundred copies THE STAR were distributed 
the young citizens and telegram appreciation 
from Carville patients was read joint session 
the house and senate. 

action the Boys’ Staters was one the 
gratifying things that has happened 
all the years have been working the STAR. 

The Navy Mothers’ Club Baton Rouge, 
through its hospital chairman, Mrs Abel Leonard, 
always doing something nice for our local vets. 
The Navy personally present 
cakes, and recent Sunday morning, Mrs. Leo- 
nard brought over huge basket delicious Geor- 
gia peaches. 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria 
scattered throughout the world thousands 
workers, religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the patients, the incidence infec- 
tion very small. some these cases reasona- 
ble doubt existed whether the individual ac- 
quired the infection the leprosarium. This es- 
pecially true when the infected person native 
section the country where the disease oc- 
curs frequently when the disease known 
have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring 
have been employed the Carville 
Leprosarium plumbers, painters, cafeteria help, 
clerical workers, laboratory technicians, etc., with 
but one possible exception native this en- 
demic section) not single member the person- 
nel has contracted the disease. This remarka- 
ble record, considering that this hospital located 
almost within the heart the most 
tion the most endemic state the Union and 
one would expect more cases develop sheer 
coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can 
point such record. 


the much publicized case Father Damien 
his biographers assert that ‘‘The good father never 
took any precautions against infection but lived 
continuously under unhygienic conditions.’’ His 
successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked daily 
intimate contact with patients for over years 
without contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian 
physician, announced his discovery the germ 
which causes the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which 
losis, the tubercle bacillus single organisms 
impossible for the distinguish 
between the two germs. 


not included the list quaran- 
tinable diseases New York State and patients 
that State are subject restrictions down, 
go). 


man woman may remain perfect physi- 
cal health for years after contracting Hansen’s dis- 
ease Half the patients now Carville could sit 
unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known Hansen’s disease some 


accurate and descriptive name called because erroneous translation the Bible. The 
Greek word ‘‘lepra’’ had béen used the writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group 
scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious importance. The translators the Hebrew 
Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) B.C. used the word lepra their ef- 
fort find Greek equivalent for The writers the New Testament followed the exam- 
ple the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word lepro- 
isa cause suffering thousands people throughout the world. 

Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician 
that the six seven conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word had nothing 
common with what called today. The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, 
leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but could never any acrobatics the ima- 
gination applied infection with bacillus. 

The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus ‘such nerve involvement with 

loss sensation the are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments 
and leprosy houses should conclusive proof that not the name disease and cer- 
tainly not the disease that call leprosy. 

The clue the significance this condition ancient Hebrews found the nu- 
merous cases which leprosy described affliction which the result Divine displeas- 
ure (as the case Miriam) being sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being 
cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 

The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish 
which rendered the person ritualistically unclean. 

One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was 
thought essentially mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being 

When this simple. and. believe. true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, 
great step will taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


B.C. Lendrum Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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